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FM AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9030 
INFO AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 

UNCLAS BUDAPEST 2552 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ECIN, ELTN, XH, UR 

SUBJECT: HIGHER RAILROAD FREIGHT RATES SET BY CEMA 

1. ECONOMIC DAILY VILAGGAZDASAG REPORTED JULY 29 
THAT THE CEMA STANDING COMMITTEE FOR TRANSPORTATION, 

MEETING IN BUDAPEST, HAD AGREED TO A SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE 
IN RAILROAD FREIGHT TARIFFS. ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE 

THE INCREASES ARE THE FIRST SINCE 1951 AND WILL GO INTO 
EFFECT OCTOBER 1; THE INCREASES WILL AVERAGE ABOUT 
90 PERCENT. UNLIKE THE OLD TARIEFS, WHICH ARE LINEAR, 

THE NEW TARIFES WILL BE ON A DECREASING SCALE FOR 
LARGE-SCALE SHIPMENTS. 

2. BY A SEPARATE AGREEMENT, USAGE FEES FOR FREIGHT-CARS 
WILL ALSO BE INCREASED; THE ARTICLE DOES NOT INDICATE 
THE MAGNITUDE OF THIS INCREASE. 
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3. THE ARTICLE NOTES THAT THE NEW TARIEF SCHEDULE 
WILL BE PUBLISHED DURING SEPTEMBER; THE EMBASSY WILL 
SEEK TO OBTAIN A COPY. 
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